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The President’s 
advantage
By RoBeRt RuBel
President, UstA texAs

Presented by:

Reach out
I can’t remember which came first, finding 
my mom’s old Spalding Kro Flight racket, or 
the 6th grade P.E. Class that had tennis one 
day. No matter, I was hooked! How the last 
40 years went by so fast, I will never know. 
What I do remember are the people that 
helped me along the way. My first coach, 
after the P.E. class, was the high school coach 
that was scouting the 7th and 8th grades for 

future players. I am proud to have been a “rattler” for Coach Bobby 
Owens at San Marcos High School back in 1972-1974. Coach was 
built like a linebacker, with a left arm bigger than the “Rocket” Rod 
Laver. He was fair, fun, and loved tennis. He sold me my first real 
racket, a Dunlop Maxply, 4 ¾ Heavy, strung with statite, for $20! 
I had earned the money by mowing yards. Coach donated more 
time and energy to growing the game, than most anyone I have 
ever met. He did it because he was helping the kids. His heart was 
as big as that left arm. 

My family moved to Fort Worth for the last two years of high 
school and I had a new coach, Harold Rogers. I had moved to 
the big city and being part of the tennis team helped integrate 
me into the new school. Coach Rogers also taught drafting and 
most of us took the class thinking we might have it easy. No such 
luck. He might have been harder on the athletes, than the other 
students, but I can’t say for sure. Coach Rogers was a great teacher, 
coach, and everyone’s friend, something that might not be pos-
sible today. 

After high school I attended UT Arlington, I was a work study 
student and my job was at the tennis center! That was no job, that 
was fun! We had a club tennis team for 4 years, until the University 
added several sports, and I was able to walk on the men’s tennis 
team. The tennis center director, my boss, and later coach, Margie 
Pressley, was a wonderful person, a great boss, and coach of both 
men’s and women’s teams. I was able to compete on a “real” team 
during the 1980-81 season, and I was thrilled. I still have my 
Captain’s letter jacket from UTA. 

 My hat goes off to these people and many more that have helped 
me learn to love the game. What would I have done these last 40 
years without this sport. I hope you can see now why I volunteer. 
So many people helping along the way, but it was not just about 
tennis, it was so much more. I’m sure all you that read this, have a 
similar story. Now is the time to reach out and tell them all thanks. 
Thanks for making us a better person. Most of all, it’s time to reach 
out and help some other kid. If you would like to volunteer, please 
contact your Community Tennis Association, the Texas Section, or 
me. I wrote last time about increasing our membership to 100,000 
by the year 2020. I also would like all our members to get one 
person to volunteer in the tennis community during this year. The 
person you help, could grow up to be the next president, of the 
Texas Section. 
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Kenny Mc’s 
corner
By Ken McallisteR
execUtive director, UstA texAs section

Presented by:

QuickStart tenniS –  
the latest fad oR a key to the futuRe of tennis?
One of the often legitimate accusations on the USTA is that we tend to have the latest and greatest 
program or plan only to be replaced in a couple of years by a new latest and greatest program. As 
QuickStart Tennis (QST) has been introduced, it might come to mind that this is the latest du jour on 
the USTA menu. Nothing could be farther from the truth. 

One might also say that QST is not really a new idea. Nothing is closer to the truth. Shorter courts, 
shorter rackets, and foam balls have been around for years. We have had Munchkin Tennis, Little 

Tennis, No Bounce, Scoop-it-up, Rally Ball, and many other means for getting 6 to 10 year olds started in tennis. Many of 
our great tennis teachers have long understood that we can get the little ones playing quickly and having fun rather than 
boring them with series of lessons.

Why is QST any different from these other methods 
for getting to this demographic? I will narrow that 
answer down to three reasons:

QuickStart Tennis has been developed through coop-
erative planning among the USTA, USPTA, PTR, TIA, 
and other contributing tennis groups. It is based on the 
very successful International Tennis Federation’s Play 
and Stay. This is not an overnight plan.

This will affect the total infrastructure of tennis 
throughout the United States and provide a consistent 
presentation beyond the local or regional systems. 
Those systems are good, but a focused national method 
has a better chance of producing more players and get-
ting to athletes. This has been a hit and miss proposi-
tion in the past. In Texas we already have permanent 
36 or 60 foot courts constructed at three sites with several others planned.

This will not be a USTA program du jour. In fact this is not a program, but it is a method that will strengthen Junior 
Team Tennis to become the program that it should be. The USTA and our section are committed to have QST long into our 
future. 

QuickStart has a more subtle contribution to growing tennis, and that is the opportunity for more parent involvement. 
Parents have been shy about coaching their youngsters in tennis because of the myth that it is too complicated. This is 
definitely not true for QST as it takes a very brief training. With QST we should now be able to provide the bottom of the 
pyramid needed to build Junior Team Tennis, with parents, to the level that will truly grow our lifetime sport. And maybe 
we’ll find a few champions along the way.
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2009 Community 
Development Workshop 
Equips Attendees for a Bright Tennis Year
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FUTURE READY

Tennis participation in Texas is on the rise, and 
the 2009 Community Development Workshop, held 
in Austin on January 17-18th, focused on getting 
participants ‘future ready’, which was the theme of the 
weekend workshop.

The workshop began with a dynamic presentation 
by USTA Texas Community Development Director, Mike 
Carter, who explained how future successes begin 
today, reiterating the relevance of the theme ‘Future 
Ready’ in Texas tennis. Mike asked all attendees to 
discuss their most important question to be addressed 
during the workshop, then vote on one priority question 
per table and that question would be discussed with 
audience by an expert panel.

KICKSTART QUICKSTART

Following Mike’s session, Timon Corwin, Senior 
Director for Junior and Collegiate Competition for 
USTA National, reported the current state of QuickStart 
Tennis in the U.S. within the competitive tennis realm. 
QuickStart Tennis is an essential format in growing the 
game of tennis and in bringing new fans to the sport. 
This past year, Texas has seen remarkable gains in 
QuickStart participation and the potential for tennis to 
reach new levels of popularity in the years to come is 
tremendous! 

TENNIS CONNECT

Our second guest speaker, Charlie Ruddy from 
TennisConnect, led a comprehensive session on 
websites for tennis programs and associations. 
TennisConnect is a product created by the Tennis 
Industry of America (TIA) to assist facilities in managing 
their assets online. In his session, Charlie addressed 
the details of constructing user-friendly websites and 
demonstrated a variety of technology functions and 
options as they relate to community tennis programs. 
Charlie answered questions from the audience during 
his seminar, and also met one-on-one with those who 
had specific issues related to building tennis-related 
websites. 

FACILITY ASISSTANCE

Shannon Hatton, USTA National Coordinator for 
Community Tennis Development, also consulted one-
on-one with workshop guests who had questions 
regarding USTA’s Public Facility Assistance. Shannon 
addressed all facets of tennis facility projects including 
court design planning, funding procedures, and tennis 
advocacy benefits in communities.

JTT

Throughout the day the Junior Team Tennis (JTT) 
Commissioners participated in their annual training 
lead by Eric Clay, USTA Texas Junior Team Tennis 
Coordinator and covered the online Junior Team Tennis 
program management system with Jerry Thorner a 
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national representative from the USTA TennisLink/
Active.com team. During the training the Texas Section 
Area League Coordinators were introduced to the new 
features surrounding the Nike Dri Fit Uniforms being 
introduced to the JTT program for the players in 2009. 
In addition to the technical guidance, the program 
coordinators were able to network with their peers from 
around the state and gain insight into “best practices” 
and “things to avoid” in order to keep making the 
Junior Team Tennis program, a program that our Texas 
section youth and Texas section parents are proud to be 
a part of.

MUTICULTURAL

Marcos Valdez, USTA Texas Multicultural 
Participation, NJTL, and Adult Programs Coordinator, 
conducted sessions on National Junior Tennis League 
programming as well as Multicultural Participation. In 
his NJTL session he covered in detail the program’s 
mission created by Arthur Ashe in 1969 and 
challenged participants to ponder how their respective 
organizations were achieving Ashe’s goals. In the 
Diversity session, Marcos asked the participants to 
assess their organizations’ ideas on diversity and 
inclusion and discussed methods on how to bring in all 
populations to the sport of tennis. 

2009 Community 
Development Workshop

(these awards are recognizing outstanding achievement in 2008)

CTA 0 - 60mph Award – 
Uvalde Tennis Association

Umbrella CTA of the Year – 
Dallas Tennis Association

CTA Expansion Heroine – 
Darlene Gifford

Jr. Team Tennis Coordinator of the Year – 
Christi Gossett

Jr. Team Tennis New Coordinator of the Year – 
Gilda Bowen

Jr. Team Tennis “No, Don’t Go!” Award – 
Wendy Bridenstine

School Tennis “No Cut” Coach of the Year – 
Terri Rambie

Tennis on Campus Club of the Year – 
Lone Star College - Cy Fair

NJTL Coach of the Year – 
Christine Wehrli

New NJTL Chapter of the Year – 
Cain Center of Athens NJTL

Whataburger Volunteer of the Year – 
Mark Gonzales

Whataburger P.E. Specialist of the Year – 
Julian Flores, Walnut Bend 

Elementary

Cain Center
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SCHOOLS PROGRAM

Katy Rogers, Schools and QuickStart Coordinator 
for USTA Texas, and Jason Jamison, USTA’s National 
Manager for School Tennis, led Breakout Sessions 
regarding Schools and QuickStart Tennis. In the Schools 
session, Jason and Katy introduced the resources that 
are available through the USTA Schools Tennis Program: 
training, curriculum, equipment discounts, and staff 
consulting. References to the new USTA Recreational 
Tennis Grant and section grants were also reviewed. 
The Schools session was intended to encourage the 
attendees to return to their communities and partner 
with area school districts. It is the hope of the USTA that 
the Schools Program will become a community-wide 
effort, where tennis-specific organizations and after-
school providers are coordinating and maintaining both 
the in-school and after-school programs at the local 
level. The QuickStart session was an interactive training 
that provided the attendees with an overview of the 
new format, a variety of play situations, and games for 
children 10 and under.

EXPERT PANEL

Participants reunited after several break-out sessions 
and benefitted from an expert panel addressing 
audience-selected questions from the Opening Session. 
The panel consisted of: Charlie Ruddy-TennisConnect, 
Timon Corwin-USTA Jr. & Collegiate Competition, Ken 
McAllister-E.D. USTA Texas, Shannon Hatton-USTA 
Public Facility Assistance, Jason Jamison-USTA School 
Tennis and David Slade-USTA CTA Administrator. Our 
expert panel covered questions ranging from garnering 
tennis pros to support community programming to 
fundraising tips, funding for tennis equipment and 
website assistance as well as QuickStart Tennis 
trainings and various programming questions. 

AWARDS BANQUET

The first workshop day ended with Kristi Hotz, Asst. 
Director of Community Development for USTA Texas, 
serving as the Mistress of Ceremonies during the annual 
Community Tennis Awards Banquet, which celebrated 
our Texas award winners for their outstanding 
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achievements in 2008. 

The CTA Zero to Sixty Miles Per Hour Award went to 
the Uvalde Tennis Association (UTA). This award was 
given to UTA for revitalizing their dormant community 
tennis association with lightening speed and contagious 
enthusiasm. 

The Umbrella Community Tennis Association (CTA) 
Award went to the Dallas Tennis Association for 
their consistent growth in NJTL and Schools program 
participation as well as securing national partnership 
funding and serving as CTA mentors to newer, smaller 
organizations. 

Darlene Gifford earned the CTA Expansion Heroine 
Award for her exceptional CTA expansion efforts 
in 2008 in which she organized various tennis 
entities throughout west Texas to form a unified, new 
Community Tennis Association. 

We had three Junior Team Tennis Award Winners. 
Christi Gossett won the Junior Team Tennis Coordinator 
of the Year, Christi is the Dallas area Junior Team Tennis 

Expansion Plan-Qualified CTAs Recognized  
During 2009 Community Development Workshop
in 2007, the usta texas section implemented a section-specific plan called the Cta expansion 
Plan, which is designed to strengthen the primary delivery system for the growth of tennis, the 
community tennis associations (Ctas). the initial step of this plan was to designate ‘qualified’ 
Ctas to oversee all of the usta leagues in texas. 

of 18 communities with existing usta leagues and an active community tennis association, 
three were operating under the model of the texas Cta expansion Plan: Dallas tennis 
association, Houston tennis association and the Capital area tennis association in austin. 
Requirements of a ‘Qualified Cta’ include being an umbrella, non-profit Cta that works in 
unison with tennis professionals and coaches within their respective communities to accomplish 
the mission to grow the sport of tennis and channel usta-related funds to support and expand 
grassroots tennis efforts.

in less than two years, 13 of the 18 Ctas met the plan requirements and were approved by 
the usta texas section. Many qualified Ctas chose to be recognized locally with a hand-
delivered plaque, yet some were presented their framed certificate during the awards banquet of 
the Community Development Workshop January 17, 2009. Qualified Ctas that were observed 
during the awards banquet were: Brazos Valley, Capital area, Corpus Christi, Cedar Hill, Waco 
area, and West texas Community tennis association. Congratulations to all Cta expansion Plan 
Qualified Community tennis associations!

Gilda Bowen

Continued on Page 10
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Program Coordinator. She works through the Dallas 
Professional Tennis Association to provide the largest 
Junior Team Tennis Program in the section. Christi has 
spent countless hours and endless amounts of energy 
this past year to make sure the Dallas Junior Team 
Tennis program is available year around for the youth 
in the Dallas area. 

Gilda Bowen from McAllen Texas, was named the 
Junior Team Tennis New Coordinator of the Year. Gilda 
hit the ground running as she wanted to make sure she 
provided the very best program possible for the youth 
in McAllen. Gilda made sure to get the proper training 
and all the right answers so that on game day the Junior 
Team Tennis participants in McAllen could “Just play”! 
It is her love for the sport of tennis and her passion for 
kids being exposed to tennis that drives her to work so 
hard to provide such a well organized program. 

The Junior Team Tennis “No, Don’t Go!” Award went 
to Wendy Bridenstine after 8 years as an award-winning 

Jr. Team Tennis Commissioner. Wendy is stepping aside 
leaving the Amarillo area Junior Team Tennis Program 
in great shape. Under Wendy’s guidance Amarillo 
has not only had some of the best participation in the 
Junior Team Tennis program, but Amarillo has also 
been awesome about traveling to sectional tournaments 
regardless of distance. Thanks to Wendy, the Amarillo 
Junior Team Tennis program participants, players 
and parents have built a culture that believes in the 
importance of teamwork and values the idea of being 
the best ambassadors for their community they can be! 

Terri Rambie was honored as the “No-Cut” Coach 
of the Year for her willingness to allow every child the 
opportunity to participate in Middle School and High 
School team tennis and for the profound difference she 
is making in the lives of so many children. 

Lone Star College - Cy Fair had a great 2008 in 
community service in the Houston area for various 
charities and was named the Tennis on Campus Club  
of the Year. 

Darlene Gifford Julian Flores

Continued from Page 9
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Christine Wehrli earned the National Junior Tennis 
League Coach of the Year for her involvement with the 
NJTL Regional Rallies and Regional Tennis Leadership 
Camp, which proved her dedication to the NJTL 
program. 

The Cain Center of Athens NJTL won the New 
National Junior Tennis League Chapter of the Year 
award. Estimated to have 50 participants in its 
program in ‘07, the Cain Center more than tripled that 
number with over 160 participants in 2008. 

The Houston Tennis Association NJTL program 
received the Texas Section NJTL of the Year award. 
With over 5600 participants, HTA’s NJTL has one of the 
largest NJTL programs in the country. Its NJTL Chapter 
hosted the largest Regional Rally in the state, in 
addition to expanding its program to over 35 schools 
in the Greater Houston Area. 

Dallas Tennis Association Director of Junior Recreation 
and Texas Section Volunteer Bert Cole received special  
 

recognition for her induction into the Texas Black Sports 
Hall of Fame. Bert oversees the Dallas NJTL Program, 
which has received the National NJTL of the Year an 
unprecedented 3 of the last 4 years. Her induction 
reflects her passion to live out Arthur Ashe’s mission of 
providing tennis and education to participants in the 
NJTL program. 

The banquet’s grand finale included two awards 
sponsored by Whataburger recognizing excellence 
in volunteerism and service in Texas schools. The 
Whataburger Volunteer of the Year award went to 
Mark Gonzales for his dedication and timeless effort to 
promoting the great sport of tennis in the San Marcos 
community. Julian Flores from Walnut Bend Elementary 
in Houston, Texas was awarded the Whataburger PE 
Specialist of the Year award. Julian truly maximizes 
all of the components of the USTA Schools Tennis 
Program, but more importantly, he has devoted himself 
to introducing the joy of tennis to hundreds of children 
each and every school year. 

DTA winners
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WHEW, DAY TWO
The second day of the workshop started with the 

participants being invited to have ‘breakfast with the 
experts’, where they were encouraged to visit with the 
attending speakers. USTA Texas Marketing Director, 
Stephanie Arena, and USTA Texas Communications 
Manager, Granger Huntress provided an orientation 
of the marketing cd that all workshop participants 
received to assist them with local advertising and 
marketing efforts. Granger covered topics relating to 
the USTA Texas Section website as well as common 
questions regarding USTA.com network websites. 

SUPERHEROES
Before the workshop ended, the guests were 

entertained by a unique performance featuring USTA 
Texas’ own Ken McAllister, Robyn Readicker, Eric Clay 
and Rene Garcia. Hilarity ensued as Superman, once 
again, rose from the depths of icicle home of the South 
Pole to promote and encourage our wonderful Texas 
Section Volunteers. This time unbeknownst to Superman, 
it was time-traveling-space-aliens 
from the future sent back to 
destroy him and squash his tennis 
efforts so that ballroom dancing 
could reign supreme as the #1 
sport in all the land. After a brief, 
yet fearsome struggle, Superman 
turned two ballroom dancing 
crazed futuristic space aliens 
into Texas Tennis Loving Aliens 
ready to go back to the future 
and create more tennis programs 
for their space alien children 
and space alien adult friends to 
participate and fall in love with 
the greatest sport ever.

The 2009 Community 
Development Workshop 
emphasized the importance 
of preparing for the future in 
community tennis. With the 
continued efforts of workshop 
participants, tennis in Texas will 
definitely welcome a wonderfully 
entertaining and productive 2009!

HTA National NJTL winners

Uvalde Tennis Association winners
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Pro Circuit 
News

Challenger of Dallas
The 11th Annual Challenger of Dallas at T Bar M Racquet 
Club was all about giving.

Singles champion Ryan Sweeting and doubles titlists 
Prakash Amritraj and Rajeev Ram gave their best performanc-
es throughout the week, as did singles finalist Brendan Evans 
and doubles finalists Patrick Briaud and Jason Marshall. They 
continually showed their sincere appreciation for the event 
and were cordial to the fans and press.

“What a great week,” said Briaud, a former Texas high 
school star while at College Station A&M who now resides 
in Dallas. Briaud and his partner Marshall earned their entry 
into the tournament’s main draw by winning the Oracle 
Wild Card Tournament. Neither are strangers to the tour 
either. Marshall, a local graduate of Richardson Pearce, was 
once ranked as high as #101 in the world in doubles, while 
Briaud reached as high as #125.

“It was an awesome experience and an unbelievable time. 
Just to be in (the tournament) was a pleasure for me but, 
to get to the finals and almost win, is something I’m really 
blown away by.”

In the singles final, only a handful of points separated the 
doubles partners and close friends in the singles final, won 
by Sweeting 6-3, 6-4. The Bahaman native broke Evans’ serve 
in the third game of the first set with an amazing crosscourt 
backhand passing shot, then yielded precious few points on 
his own serve for the remainder of the set. He raced out to 
a 4-1 lead in the second set before he and Evans exchanged 
four straight service breaks. On match point, the 6-4 right-
hander secured the second Challenger tournament victory of 
his career with a lunging, crosscourt backhand winner that 
left Evans stunned at the net.

“He hit a tough volley and I just sprinted as hard as I could, 
stuck my racquet out and hit it on the line,” the modest 
Sweeting said of his winning shot. “I feel lucky that it worked 
out for me. This is just great. I thought I came out and played 
well today. I couldn’t be happier with my game right now 
and it feels good to start the year so strong. I feel like I’m hit-
ting the ball well.”

Hitting the ball well would be a colossal understatement 
when describing the two running laser-beam forehands 
Amritraj ripped between Briaud and Marshall late in the 
third-set super tiebreaker in the doubles final. Not only did 
the unbelievable shots erase Briaud and Marshall’s advan-
tage and quiet the partisan crowd, they gave the top seeds a 
match point, which Ram converted with a huge second serve 
that landed squarely on the T.

“Jason was serving so well, we were struggling on his serve,” 
Amritraj said. “We were afraid the match was over when he 
served at 8-7, but we’ve been working so hard on fighting 
this week – you know, every point, every point – you never 
know what can happen. Those were the two best points of 
the match and they came at the most crucial point.”

The victory gave Amritraj and Ram, who lost tight singles 

semifinal matches, a measure of revenge while making Ram 
the first double-winner in Challenger of Dallas history. Ram 
won the 2006 doubles championship with Bobby Reynolds.

Marshall gave Briaud a special birthday present Friday 
when he hit a crisp volley at Scott Oudsema’s feet on match 
point of their doubles semifinal. The shot gave the Oracle 
Challenger of Dallas Wild Card winners a 6-7 (4), 6-4, 10-7 
victory and a berth in the finals.

The tournament’s official charities included the Maureen 
Connolly Brinker Foundation, Ronald McDonald House 
Charities, Habitat for Humanity of Dallas, the Dallas Tennis 
Association’s “Invest in a Child” program, the Dallas County 
Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure® and Special Care 
& Career Services.

Thursday at the Challenger of Dallas was “Pink Day” as 
hundreds of women filled the stands to support Susan G. 
Komen for the Cure® and the battle against breast cancer.

Marc Lemke and his Front Row Tennis crew webcast more 
than 50 hours of live Center Court coverage to millions of 
tennis fans around the world. 

The Challenger of Dallas honored Warren Jacques with the 
Tut Bartzen Award and inducted him into its Hall of Fame for 
his lifelong dedication to the sport of tennis.

“I’m deeply honored,” T Bar M’s first tennis pro said. “I was 
with T Bar M when I started my career coaching tennis and 
directing tennis clubs fulltime.“
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Patrick Briaud, Jason Marshall, Glen Agritelley, Rajeev Ram and Prakash Amritraj
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2009 Tentative Pro Circuit Events in Texas
Mens Pro circuit events
February 16 Brownsville $15,000 Futures
February 23 Harlingen $15,000 Futures
March 2 McAllen $15,000 Futures

Womens Pro circuit events
June 15 Houston $10,000 Futures
October 12 Southlake $10,000 Futures
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Passing Shots 
with Anna Lubinsky
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A native of Richardson, Anna Lubinsky was a top-5 Super Champ player in Texas, who was ranked as high as the top-30 
nationally in 16’s. She won the Summer Grand Slam in 14’s and later captured the doubles title in 18’s. Lubinsky also cap-
tured a UIL doubles title as a sophomore and was a finalist in doubles as a junior at Pearce High School.

After high school, Lubinsky headed to Texas A&M where she was known to be one of the toughest competitors in the 
Big XII. A few of the accolades she received were the 2007 ITA Southwest Region Senior of the Year and 2005 ITA Summer 
Circuit Player of the Year. After graduating in 2007, she tried the tour for a little over a year before deciding to settle in 

Dallas, taking the position of Volunteer Assistant to the TCU Women’s team and coaching at T Bar M.
She has won two professional doubles titles (one with fellow Texan Lauren Lui) and reached the finals 

of the $10k Futures event in Mazatlan, Mexico last spring in singles.

You are currently still ranked about 800 in the world. Why the decision to retire?

al: I was ready for a more consistent and “normal” life. I loved going to new places and meeting 
new people, but the daily individual grind wasn’t fun. Playing for the team (at TAMU) was such a  
great experience. Going back to play for myself was tough. I love the doubles and will play some 

events here and there.

Was it a tough decision to make?

al: Not really. I had promised myself that I would quit when it became a burden. (On 
the tour) you just put yourself out there and I wanted to win so badly, it took its toll.

What’s next?

al: Other than my current positions at TCU and T Bar M, I am really enjoying 
working behind the scenes at the Dallas Challenger. I would like to put on my 

own women’s event.

I am also a big proponent of college tennis. My college experience was 
so great. I am going to work with Joey Rive to help players find the best 

college fit for them.

Also, my mother (Mary) and I are three-time USTA National Hard 
Court Mother-Daughter champions and we will definitely keep 
playing that.

You mention that your college experience was tremendous. 
Explain why it was so enjoyable.

al: The team aspect was perfect for me. Playing for something 
that was bigger than me, I really flourished. I wasn’t just 

playing for me. I had my teammates and 1000 fans would 
come out to our big matches. I was always a team player, 
having played basketball in high school.

I also felt like I had tangible goals. After I won the Big XII 
singles at line six my freshman year, I thought I could do 
that at line five the next year. Every year I won a Big XII 

title in singles or doubles. 
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Vinsant Finishes Strong in 2008
Shane Vinsant finished off the 2008 year with a fantastic showing at three major 
events, culminating with the 2008 USTA Winter National Championships, reaching 
the finals of both the Boys’ 16 singles and doubles. The tournament was held 
December 27 to January 1 at the Scottsdale Ranch Park.

Vinsant, of Dallas, ran into the buzz saw and top-seeded Jack Sock in the both 
finals. Sock, who did not drop a set all tournament, defeated Vinsant 6-1, 6-4. 

In the doubles final, Vinsant teamed with Emmett Egger of Issaquah, 
Washington. The due fell to Sock and partner Spencer 
Simon in a hard-fought battle, 7-6 (4), 4-6, 6-3.

Two other Texans reached the semifinals before falling to 
the duo of Simon and Sock, as Russell Bader of Austin 
and Ashok Narayana of Houston fell to the top-seeds, 
6-2, 6-3.

Before the Winter Nationals, Vinsant also had some great 
showings at the Eddie Herr International and the Dunlop 
Orange Bowl International Tennis Championships.

Vinsant started the month with an impressive showing at 
the Eddie Herr International Junior Tennis Championships 
at the IMG/Bollettieri Academies in Bradenton, Florida.

In the Boys’ 16 singles quarterfinals, Vinsant fell to 
finalist Jack Carpenter in a tough three-set match, 3-6, 
6-2, 6-3.

Vinsant and Egger teamed up again for a run to the 
finals in doubles. The sixth-seeded duo cruised through 
the draw before falling to Arturs Kazijews and Dovydas 
Sakinis, 7-6, 6-3.

At the Orange Bowl, held in early December in Key 
Biscayne, Florida, the un-seeded Vinsant reached the 
Boys’ 16 semifinals before bowing to eventual champion 
Dennis Kudla, 6-1, 6-2. Along the way, he defeated 
fourth-seed, Junior Ore, 6-3, 6-3.

USTA Texas is pleased to announce a new two year 
sponsorship with Ace Authentic. Ace Authentic 
is the leader of tennis memorabilia, photos and 
auction items for the tennis fan and collector. Ace 
Authentic also produces the only professional ten-
nis trading cards in the world.

“With Ace Authentic’s 
support we can further our 
goal of growing the sport of 
tennis in Texas and bring 
their unique tennis items to 
our Texas members,” said 
Stephanie Arena, Marketing 
Director for USTA Texas. 

To learn more about Ace Authentic and all our 
USTA Texas partners visit the Partners page on our 
website at www.texas.usta.com
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